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MOHAMMAD-MAHMOUD OULD MOHAMEDOU

Understanding Al Qaeda: Changing
War and Global Conflict Iraq and the Second Gulf War: State Building and Regime
Security Societal Transition to Democracy

Violent Non State Actors in Contemporary World Politics
Rethinking the Foreign Policies of the Global South

Governance and Democratization in the Middle East

THE PROCESS OF POLITICAL TRANSITION
This session will introduce the challenges associated with the process of democratization and
political liberalization. Among the questions examined, the discussion will inquire who the actors
involved in the process of transition to democracy are, what the dominant modes of political
transition are, and whether there are pre requisites for effective transitions. These issues will be
assessed in the context of the recent developments in the Middle East and North Africa. Attention
in that regard will be paid to the factors which generated the 2011 Arab revolutions, the
dynamics of the different actors at play, and the emerging patterns and future directions which
can we discerned.

THANIA PAFFENHOLZ

Centre on Conflict, Peacebuilding and
Development at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies
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Civil Society and Peacebuilding: A Critical Assessment Aid for Peace: A Guide for
Planning and Evaluation for Conflict Zones Peacebuilding: A Field Guide

THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY DURING AND AFTER TRANSITIONS
The recent wave of popular uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) brought
together various societal actors that have since pushed for significant socioeconomic and
political transformation. Amongst these actors, civil society movements (including women�’s and
youth organisations) have been particularly present and active. To a large extent and in varying
forms, they have been in the driver�’s seat of these changes all over the region.
The objective of the presentation is to provide participants with an overview and a broad
understanding of the role of civil society during and after transitions as well as contextualise this
knowledge in the light of civil society�’s role in the Arab Spring: Who is civil society? What roles
can different actors in civil society take up during and in the aftermath of transitions? How
effective are civil society actors in these roles? What are the main opportunities and obstacles,
both, within and outside of civil society, that support or hinder effective contributions? How does
this theory knowledge and historical experience from transitions in general, help to better
understand the role of civil society during and in the aftermath of the Arab Spring?

LAPO PISTELLI 

THE ARAB SPRING AND THE INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS: EXPECTATIONS AND REALITY CHECKONE YEAR LATER
The Arab upheavals caught unprepared most of the International players, used to the traditional
big bargain between on one hand the stability of the autocracies and good business relations and



 

5 

on the other the sheltering from islamic radicalism and the fear of uncontrolled immigration.
The �“perfect storm�” that has changed the political landscape of Maghreb and opened up new
processes in Mashreq and in the Gulf forces all actors to reshape their understanding of the
region.
The session will compare expectations and reactions before and after the first 18 months of Eu,
Us, Iran, Israel, Turkey and will sketch out the new patterns of relations among the countries
involved in their bumpy transition to democracy.
As a recommended article, I suggest only �“IAI Working Papers 12, 8 March 2012 �– A trilateral Eu
Us Turkey strategy for the neighbourhood: the urgency of now�” by Nathalie Tocci

TIMOTHY D. SISK 

International Mediation in Civil Wars: Bargaining with
Bullets . Between Terror and
Tolerance: Religion, Conflict, and Peacebuilding

From War to Democracy: Dilemmas of Peacebuilding
The Dilemmas of Statebuilding:

Confronting the Contradictions of Postwar Peace Operations

THE ELECTION PROCESS AND THE BUILDING OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS
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FRANK HALDEMANN 

DIFFERING APPROACHES TO TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE ISSUES
How should societies emerging from periods of civil war or dictatorship deal with the legacies of
the past? This field of inquiry, increasingly referred to as �‘Transitional Justice�’, has grown
tremendously over the last twenty years or so, thereby becoming a full fledged subject of both
academic inquiry and human right activism. For some time now there has been a growing
consensus among scholars and policymakers about the basic elements of a normative transitional
justice framework �– including criminal prosecutions, truth commissions, vetting procedures,
reparations programmes as well as institutional reform. This course provides an overview of
these various approaches to transitional justice, with a special emphasis on the complexities and
unresolved issues arising in the context of the recent transitions underway in North Africa and
the Middle East.

PAOLA GAETA 

Journal of International Criminal
Justice European Journal of International Law

The UN Genocide Convention: A Commentary (ed.) The Statute
of the International Criminal Court: A Commentary
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THE ROLE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT IN TIME OF TRANSITION
Criminal accountability for serious violations of human rights is considered to be one of the pillars
of the transitional justice/dealing with the past discourse. However, this cannot be interpreted as
an obligation for new democratic regimes to prosecute all serious crimes committed during the
authoritarian rule and the violent transition to democracy. Some forms of amnesties are indeed
still considered a legitimate means available to new regimes to deal with the past. The question
arises to what extent the new regimes, that wish to prosecute crimes committed during the
authoritarian rule and the violent transition, have to respect minimum standards, and can claim
priority of their jurisdiction vis à vis the International Criminal Court (ICC). The question also
arises to what extent amnesty laws are compatible with the ICC legal regime. These issues will be
discussed in the context of the recent transitional processes in the Middle East and North Africa,
with a particular attention to Tunisia and Libya.

RICCARDO BOCCO

INTERNATIONAL AID ANDDEVELOPMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF TRANSITION
The importance of the Arab Spring as a revolutionary event is comparable to the end of the
communist regimes in Eastern Europe some two decades ago. the EU�’s response has been marked
by recognition that basic paradigms of its prior policies have proved wrong, i.e. that regime
stability would ensure greater security for both the region and the EU, and that economic reform
would lead to political liberalisation, if not democratization. While the notion of �‘Arab
exceptionalism�’ has become outdated, the EU is looking for new approaches �–such as the �‘SPRING�’
Program, standing for Support for Partnership, Reform and Inclusive Growth, or the European
Endowment for democracy to garner support for its Mediterranean policies. The presentation
will critically address past and present EU policies towards its Arab neighbourhood.
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KHALID KOSER 

Journal of Refugee Studies

MIGRATION AND SECURITY ISSUES
This time last year about 1,000 people per hour were fleeing Libya into Egypt and Tunisia. In total
perhaps two million people have left their homes over the last year as a result of the impact of the
Arab Spring across North Africa and the Middle East, and at least thirty countries have been
directly affected by these flows. Many have since returned to their homes in Libya, but there are
still at least 90,000 people internally displaced there; while the current estimate for displacement
in and from Syria is at least 150,000 and rising rapidly. The impacts of the NATO intervention and
internal uprisings on migration and displacement have largely been overlooked in the analysis of
the Arab Spring, and are largely being ignored in discussions about international responses to
the crisis in Syria and future transitions in the region. This presentation considers lessons that
may be learned from the Arab Spring experience over the last year about international responses
to migration, displacement and security, as well as key migration and displacement issues to keep
an eye on over the next year.


