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Arab Spring: Challenges during Political Transitions and

Comparative Lessons for Civil Societies in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)

Regional Workshop Consultation

Amman, 18–20 April 2012

Kempinski Hotel Amman, Abdul Hamid Shouman Street, Shmeisani

AGENDA

Day 1:  Wednesday, April 18th 2012

11.00 – 13.00

Arrival

13.00 – 14:00

Informal Lunch

14.00 – 14:30

Official Opening by Host Organizations

· Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES)
· Graduate Institute - Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding (CCDP)
· Arab Reform Initiative (ARI)
· Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP)

14.30 – 17.30 
Opening Plenary

The Role of Civil Society in the MENA Region: Comparative Lessons
Chair: 

Mohammad–Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou 


(Graduate Institute / GCSP, Geneva, Switzerland)

Speakers: 
François Burgat (French Institute of the Near East, Lebanon)
Moaaz El Zoughby (Arab Reform Initiative, Egypt)
Musa Al Maaytah (Former Minister of Political Development, Jordan)

Mohammed Saleh Kheriji (Arab Institute for Human Rights, Tunisia)


Rawda Ahmed (The Arabic Network for Human Rights Information, Egypt)



Philippe Schmitter (European University Institute, Florence, Italy)


Using a reflexive comparative approach combining international, regional, and local perspectives is crucial for examining the long-term process of political transition. The opening panel will present a global overview of the issues at stake from a comparative perspective, focusing on the importance and key role of civil society in the region during the post-revolutionary transition phase.

19.30 
Dinner

Day 2: Thursday, April 19th 2012

  9.00 –    9.15

Welcome and Short Summary of the Previous Day

  9.15 – 11.15

Plenary Session 2

From Socio-Political Movements to Organized Civil Society

Chair: 

Thania Paffenholz (Graduate Institute / CCDP, Geneva, Switzerland)
Speakers: 
Ibrahim Awad (American University of Cairo, Egypt)


Ayman Mhanna (Samir Kassir Foundation, Lebanon) 



Afaf Marie (Egyptian Association for Community Participation Enhancement, Egypt) 


Asma el Gerbi (Coalition of Women’s Group in Derna, Libya)


Mauricio Romero (Javeriana University, Bogota, Colombia)


Winrich Kühne (John Hopkins University – SAIS, Bologna, Italy)
The panel will examine the internal transformations of civil society itself. Specifically, it will look at how social movements became fully-fledged civil society organizations after revolutions. Throughout the panel, attention will be paid to the dynamics at play as well as the ways in which civil society deals with rising challenges and opportunities.

11.15 – 11.30

Coffee/Tea Break

11.30 – 13.00

Working Groups 

13.00 – 15.00

Lunch

15.00 – 17.00

Plenary Session 3

Civil Society, Political Society and State Responses

Chair: 

Benoit Challand (The New School, New York, USA / CCDP, Geneva, Switzerland)

Speakers:  
Tarek Mitri (American University of Beirut, Lebanon)


Mohammed Husseiny (Identity Center and Jordan Reform Watch Project, Jordan)



Hoda Nasralla (Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights, Egypt)



Baleegh Al Mikhlafy (Youth Development Foundation, Yemen)


André Liebich (Graduate Institute, Geneva, Switzerland)



Andrew Arato (The New School, New York, USA) 

Continuing on the transformative aspect of civil society during transitions, this panel will focus on the civil society connection to, or transformation into, political parties or politically relevant organizations. More specifically, it will look at the nexus between civil society, the political society, and the responses given by the state, paying special attention to the dynamics at play.
17.00 – 17.30

Coffee/Tea Break 

17.30 – 18.30 
Working Groups
19.30 


Dinner

Day 3: Friday, April 20th 2012

  9.00 –    9.15

Welcome and Short Summary of the Previous Day

  9.15 – 11.15

Plenary Session 4

International Policies and Aid to the MENA Region

Chair: 

Riccardo Bocco (Graduate Institute / CCDP, Geneva, Switzerland)

Speakers:  
Sari Hanafi (American University of Beirut, Lebanon)



Niti Shehu (National Democratic Institute, Jordan) 



Andreu Claret (Anna Lindh Foundation, Egypt)


Lokman Slim (UMAM Documentation and Research, Lebanon) 



Anissa Saadi (Tunisian Association of Democratic Women, Tunisia)



Félix Reátegui (Pontifical Catholic University, Peru)
The panel will critically engage in a discussion on the nature, role, and influence of European, US, and Arab policies of aid, peacebuilding, and development. The session is aiming to be inclusive – international donors and civil society representatives are welcome to interact and participate as they wish.

11.15 – 11.30

Coffee/Tea Break

11.30 – 13.00

Working Groups 

13.00 – 15.00

Lunch

15.00 – 16.30 
Closing Plenary

Summary of Workshop Findings, Lessons Learnt, and Next Steps

The closing plenary will provide a short summary of the main findings of the workshop, highlight the lessons learnt, as well as outline the next steps to be taken following the conference.
16.30 


End of workshop 

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Venue: 

Kempinski Hotel Amman, Abdul Hamid Shouman Street, Shmeisani, P.O. Box 941045, 

11194 Amman, Tel.: +962 6 - 5 200 200
Organizers: 
FES: Achim Vogt, fes@fes-jordan.org, +962 6 - 568 0810


CCDP/IHEID: Thania Paffenholz, ccdp@graduateinstitute.ch, +41 22 - 908 57 42


GCSP: Mahammad-Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou, info@gcsp.ch, +41 22 - 906 16 49


ARI: Moaaz Elzoughby, contact@arab-reform,net, +202 - 2795 45 92
For Queries During the Conference: 

Feras Kheirallah, fes@fes-jordan.org, +962 79 - 751 7519


Maya Nawaiseh, fes@fes-jordan.org, +962 79 - 908 6002
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