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UN Special Rapporteur, academics and Israeli and Palestinian 
NGOs discuss the situation of Palestinian Children in Israeli military 
detention 

Defense for Children International, 21 juin 2013 

On 13 June 2013 in collaboration with the Centre on Conflict, Development and 
Peacebuilding (CCDP) and the City of Geneva, Defence for Children International (DCI) 
organised a public conference to address the specific issue of detention of Palestinian 
children in the Israeli military system. The public conference ‘Alone: the Situation of 
Palestinian Children in Israeli Military Detention Centres’ was aimed at raising awareness on 
the situation of Palestinian children being deprived of their liberty and to promote the respect, 
protection and fulfilment of the basic human rights of the child, without any form of 
discrimination. DCI and CCDP prepared a panel of UN experts, international and regional 
actors involved within the issue, as well as civil society organisations from Israel and 
Palestine. 

The public conference was opened by Rémi Pagani, Administrative Councillor and former 
Mayor of the City of Geneva who highlighted the City of Geneva’s support to peace 
instruments. Riccardo Bocco, Professor of Political Sociology at the Graduate Institute and 
member of the CCDP Steering Committee, chaired the public conference. In his introduction, 
Prof. Bocco explained that the topic of imprisoned children in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPT) is a field heavily invested by human rights organizations, and the role of the 
CCDP is not to substitute work being done by human rights experts, but to focus on what is 
lacking, namely, knowledge of the societies and explanations of how and why a situation is 
what it is. 

Richard Falk, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, spoke about how he was struck not only by the 
degree to which children under prolonged occupation suffer as victims of particular abuses 
by the occupying power, but also by the collective victimization of an entire population, 
particularly children born under occupation who have nothing beyond occupation to look for 
in their lives, and whose mental development remains affected. Mr Falk insisted that special 
inquiries be made into occupations that last more than 5 years. He thanked Defence for 
Children International as he has often relied on information gathered and provided by the 
organization. Mr Falk added that organisations, such as Defence for Children International, 
perform a crucial role in keeping alive the flame of hope. 

Laura Dupuy Lasserre, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the 
United Nations Office in Geneva and former President of the Human Rights Council, 
discussed the different existing international human rights mechanisms. Amb. Dupuy 
Lasserre emphasized the allegations and communications of the UN Special Rapporteur 
against Torture regarding the use of solitary confinement for juveniles, which remain 
unanswered by Israel since 2012. She reminded Israel of the negative consequences of 
solitary confinement on children and the harmful effect of detention incommunicado. 

Ivan Karakashian, Advocacy Unit Coordinator for Defence for Children International’s 
Palestine section, presented the organization’s documentary ‘Alone: the Situation of 
Palestinian Children in Israeli Military Detention Centres’ and report ‘Bound, Blindfolded and 
Convicted: Children Held in Military Detention’. Mr Karakashian revealed multiple violations 
regarding the detention of a child in OPT, such as violence occurring during arrest, 
interrogation and pre-trial detention, which is found in about 75-80% of cases. He explained 
that there are two different legal systems applied within the OPT, based on nationality; where 
the maximum period of detention is 48 hours for Israeli children, and 90 days for Palestinian 
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children, and throwing stones carries a 10-20 years maximum sentence for a Palestinian, 
whereas no crime of stone throwing is applicable to Israelis. 

Avihai Stollar, Testimony Collection Coordinator of the Israeli NGO Breaking the Silence and 
former solider in the Israeli Defence Force, offered the perspective of more than 900 Israeli 
soldiers’ in his presentation of the Breaking the Silence report ‘Children and Youth: Soldiers’ 
Testimonies, 2005-2011’, which shared similar findings with Defence for Children 
International Palestinian Section. In his presentation, Mr Stollar explained that most Israeli 
soldiers do not know the age of the person they are arresting, and do not speak Arabic, 
hence no explanation for the child and family during the arrest. Regarding the treatment of 
detained children, Mr Stollar said it depends on the soldiers, and children were no exception 
to the fact that violence was part of the soldiers’ behaviour, when arresting minors. 

Ibrahim Saïd, PhD candidate at the Graduate Institute, provided an academic perspective. 
Referring to his work ‘Palestinian Children in Conflict with the Israeli law: Moving beyond the 
Human Rights Discourse’, Mr Saïd highlighted that Israeli youth law has been amended to 
reflect the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, but police violate this youth law and 
guidelines, and adopt practices to intimidate Palestinian children. He spoke of the availability 
of youth protection authority institutions that function as disciplinary places to “turn children 
into docile objects” in order to fit a specific social and political framework; these institutions, 
however, stand in contrast with the Israeli military system, which considers Palestinian 
children as dangerous. 

Interventions from the audience included questions concerning the lack of visible change 
regarding the situation of Palestinian children in Israeli military detention centres, despite the 
number of Palestinian, Israeli and international organizations working on the cause. Prof. 
Bocco also made a comment regarding Israeli soldiers as young victims. In response to 
these interventions, Mr Stollar explained that the organization he works for is not functional 
by itself, but works with Israelis who receive information portraying the system as fine. Mr 
Falk added that a combination of not being smart enough to know the future, and knowing 
your efforts for the cause are true, helps keep one’s engagement. He commented that in all 
societies, the premises of security overlook and override the development of young people, 
who are seen as a patriotic sacrifice. Mr Stollar added that seeing soldiers as victims is a 
problem in Israeli society, as soldiers who speak out are called “shoot and cry”. Mr 
Karakashian concluded the exchange, reminding the audience that beyond this view of 
everybody being a victim, we should not forget that there is an occupier and an occupied, 
and that someone has to be held accountable. 

See photos of the event 

See the event flyer 
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